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THE LAYS OF CHILDHOOD, 


The simple lays of childheed, 
Sang on a mother’s knee, 
Oh! what a magic beauty 
We ever round them see !\ 
They cheer us up when sorrew 
In after life comes on ; 
They picture ia our fancy 
Bright days for ever gone. 


Old time will clowd and scatter 
Remembrances most dear, 

Aud cast youth's worshipped idols 
Away, without a tear ; f 

And time will die the lustre“ 
That shoue round former days 

Bat ne'er will it diminish 
The power of these dear lays. 


Hear but the voice of thildhood 

Awake the well kaowa sang, 
And with it, ob! what viyioms 

Will o'er our spirit throes ; / 
Yright mirrored ia our fa?y 

We'll greet thee sgenes of yore’ 
ind hear the mech levallipoices 

Of friends who are ny mote. 


We'll see our fondest mother 
Embrace ber darling child; 
We'll heag @ tender father 
Speaking in accents ‘ 
We'll see ed, suBfog, 
_ Aroand home's bright 
Fond friends, now are 
Far o'er the weHhis dai 
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; I'l! blame thee not—for I can love I'll blamé.thee not—I smile to see 5 
Anothgmeye as bright as thine, The poten vision pass - 
A form te fais, and ne'er regret When its bright tints ape ave b ~ 
This wi p at a faithless shrine, Yo hide a heart of commo: e 
I'll blame thee pot—love fond and trae ; F 


. : ° i Hay th . 1 - 
May stil) be won in beauty's bowers, A May _ A hy f 

Though I may never dare again ~ Wo uta shalt Sart 
To weer a wreath of fading flowers, 


IT! Llame tuee not—for thoughts of love 

And tee no more my bosom BU; 

va nd of that dream there lingers sear 
Ous trevogl its deop, buruing & 
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An iligant joke, I’ on a moke. 
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Wi ave success, ig and small, 
then ye go to the like of excursion, 










4 ye Chrismas Wis 


Al Christmas time thus may all meet 





wind meet in true affection gay, 
- The roughest words 
> 4 their ears to greet. 
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e. berry? 
auerry (igsinas dear” | 





